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CAC Expands to Serve More
In the first half of 2018 CAC completed a long-awaited facility expansion that
is the foundation of CAC’s effort to reach 45 percent more neighbors in need.
On May 1, city leaders and community supporters gathered at CAC’s new
facility at 8607 Roswell Road for a ribbon cutting and open house event.
Contributions to the $2.4 million Building Hope Campaign are funding the
purchase and renovation of a 14,000 square foot building at 8607 Roswell
Road. The facility now houses expanded CAC Boutique thrift shop and Food
Pantry services.
With the basic needs services of food and clothing operating out of the
Roswell Road building, CAC will grow its self-sufficiency programs by
expanding the Adult Education program and adding a career center at 1130
Hightower Trail. The Hightower building will also be used to manage
seasonal programs like Tools for School and Adopt-a-Family. Client
interviews for assistance remain at Hightower as do the business offices.
The active capital campaign is also funding additional efforts to reach more
individuals and families in need who can’t easily access CAC in the northern
part of Sandy Springs. A satellite office was recently opened in south Sandy
Springs near I-285. Plans call for a second satellite in Dunwoody and a
community garden at 8607 Roswell Road to generate fresh produce and
community engagement.

Tamara Carrera, CAC Executive Director and CEO, left and
Sandy Springs Mayor Rusty Paul cut the ribbon on CAC’s
new facility.

Supporters at the building dedication, Sandy Springs City
Councilman Steve Soteres, left, Melanie & David Couchman,
and Debbie Sonenshine.

The Need in Our Community
Since its founding in 1987, CAC has served as many neighbors in need as building space has allowed. With
support from donors and volunteers CAC has assisted 20,000 households in the last 30 years.
CAC currently serves about 5,400 individuals/ 2,250 households a year in the Sandy Springs and Dunwoody
communities. However, of the cities’ combined population of 154,587, an estimated 16,530 people live in poverty, according to the latest U.S. Census.
• 1 in 5 Local Children Live in Poverty
• 50% of Public School Students in Sandy Springs receive Free or Reduced Price School Meals, meaning
their families are low-income.
CAC serves more than a thousand children a
year with seasonal programs such as school
supplies, summer lunches and holiday gifts.

Therefore, with the support of the community, CAC has embarked on a plan to expand its reach and serve more
neighbors in need to help prevent homelessness, alleviate hunger and provide a path to self-sufficiency.
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Addressing Immediate Needs
Providing Long Term Solutions
Basic Needs Services

Promoting Self-Sufficiency

Rent/Utilities Assistance

Adult Education

Assisting more than 700 Households/yr

Basic Skills Improve Everyday Life
Job Skills for Better Paying Employment
Currently Enrolling 800 Students a Year

Outcomes 180 After Receiving Assistance:
• 81 % Remained in their Homes
• 71 % Kept their Utilities On
• 62 % Resolved their Crisis

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance - VITA
Tax Return Assistance for Lower Income Earners
Tax Savings and Refunds make big impact on quality of life
$3 Million in Tax Credits & Refunds Since 2012
Currently Filing 500 Returns a Year

Food – Mini Market/Food Pantry
Mini market offers clients dignity in receiving free food as they
can "shop" and make their own selections.
Mini Market reduces waste as clients select food of their choice

Community Career Center (future)

Giving Food to 4,300 Individuals a Year Valued at $500,000/yr

Job Search Assistance
Resume Assistance and Interviewing Skills
Benefiting Employers and Job Seekers

Benefits of Roswell Road Location:
• Larger food processing area
• Larger food storage area
• Easier access donation door

Clothing - The CAC Boutique
Boutique offers clients dignity in receiving free clothing as
they can "shop" and make their own selections.
Providing Free Clothing to 2,850 People
a Year Valued at $68,500/yr
Benefits of Roswell Road Location:
• Larger retail ﬂoor space generates more sales revenue to support
CAC programs
• Larger donation processing area
• Larger donation storage area including space for furniture

CAC ‘s Mini Market food pantry allows clients to shop with vouchers.
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$2.4M
GOAL

Building Hope Campaign

$300,000
Challenge Grant

By May 2018 supporters had invested $1.8M toward CAC’s $2.4M
Building Hope Campaign to support expansion! These donations
have inspired confidence in others.

When we raise an additional
$300,000
CAC will receive Challenge Grant
Your gifts of $1.8 million
have inspired a Challenge Grant
from a new donor!

THANK YOU!

In May 2018 CAC received its largest gift ever, a
$300,000 challenge grant!
This means, when we raise an additional $300,000, a
special friend will cap off our campaign to reach
CAC’s $2.4M goal!
As of mid-June $110,000 has been contributed toward the $300,000 goal!

Please consider making a GIFT TODAY which will be MATCHED
by our challenge donor! Your investment is making it
possible for CAC to:
• SERVE 45% more people in need overall
• REACH 600 more families at new satellite locations in south
Sandy Springs and Dunwoody
• ELIMINATE food insecurity in partnership with
Atlanta Community Food Bank
• INCREASE REVENUE of the Thrift Boutique to support CAC programs
Thanks to many dedicated friends of CAC, we are very close to achieving
our $2.4M Building Hope goal! Your gifts are making it possible for CAC
to serve significantly more of our neighbors for years to come! On
behalf of our Board of Directors, staff and clients thank you for your
amazing kindness and commitment to support our vital work now and
in the future.

Past and present CAC board presidents attended the new building dedication event,
Bob Levinson, left, Shelly Dozier McKee, current president John Jokerst,
Cheryl Sykes and Curtis Kimball.

Learn more at www.ourcac.org/buildinghope • Donate Today at www.ourcac.org/donate
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Making an Impact with Education
Students enrolled in CAC’s free Adult Education program come
from all walks of life. Some have never used computers before and
want to learn the basics, others want to improve their Microsoft
Office software skills for better job opportunities. Many of our
students are new to the U.S. and want to learn English. Some of
our students were professionals in their home countries who are
starting all over again, working in restaurants and other service
jobs to support their families. Others are learning to read and
write for the first time. CAC’s English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) is a 6 month course that attracts students of all
nationalities, in all stages of life. Overall, CAC’s Adult Education
program has more than doubled in size in the last few years,
currently enrolling 800 students a year, with 1,735 classroom
hours and 2,220 volunteer hours. To take a class or teach a class
contact education@ourcac.org.
Isabel da Sa, left, originally from Brazil, recently
completed ESOL.

Partnering to Eliminate Hunger
CAC was recently selected as one of two food pantries in
metro Atlanta to partner with the Atlanta Community Food
Bank on their Stabilizing Lives program to eliminate food
insecurity. The lack of food, or food insecurity, is a daily
stressor for low income households. New models are being
tested in cooperation with CAC clients to increase their access to more food in order to determine what will
make the greatest impact on their economic stability and our collectively ability to alleviate hunger in local
communities. The Atlanta Community Food Bank is a leader in the area of food insecurity and a key food
acquisition partner for CAC. As a result of our partnership, CAC obtains 222,000 pounds of fresh food a year
from retailers that otherwise would have been thrown away.

Keeping Families in their Homes
CAC helps many families and individuals in transitional stages of their
lives, to help prevent homelessness during these difficult times. People
often turn to CAC due to job loss or reduction in wages. Lisa is struggling
to support herself and her toddler after moving back to Georgia from
California this year to be near family. After a series of life-changing
events, including her ex-husband dying of cancer and adopting a foster
baby, she struggled with high living expenses in CA. However, relocation
and living expenses while looking for employment have depleted her
savings. The United Way 211 line referred her to CAC. CAC helped her with
rent. She is receiving food, using CAC’s job posting book to apply for
administrative positions and also applying for childcare assistance.

2018 CAC
Board of Directors
John Jokerst, CAC President
Carter
Shelly Dozier-Mckee, CAC Past President
Confetti Style Interiors
Nancy Berger, Vice President
AT&T
Dorris Shelton-Gulley, 2nd Vice President
Volunteer Representative
Anne Hicks, Secretary
Georgia Transmission Corp.
Marian Macleod-Elliot, Treasurer
Henssler Financial
Toshia Battle
Northrop Grumman
Charles Crosby
Holy Innocents' Episcopal Church
Dick Derrick
Dunwoody United Methodist Church
Nancy Doss
Community Representative
Kevin Horgan
UPS, retired
Doug Hunter
Holder Construction
Anne Marie Lochner
Graphic Packaging
Rabbi Rachael Miller
Temple Emanu'El
Terry Polk
Coca-Cola
Mary Beth Spence
Emory St. Joseph's Hospital
Luis Torres
UPS
Cece Webster
Coca-Cola, retired
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Food `n Fun Challenge!
Thirty-two teams from throughout the Sandy Springs and
Dunwoody communities collected 56,772 pounds of food in CAC’s
2018 Food `n Fun Challenge! Food from the Challenge will stock
the CAC Food Pantry to provide for local families in need and help
eliminate child huger this coming summer. CAC distributes
55,000 pounds of food a month which serves 500-800 families.
See the complete list of winners at www.ourcac.org.
Saint Jude the Apostle Catholic Church and Knights of Columbus Council 16513
won the congregation category.

Volunteer Appreciation
Recently CAC thanked all volunteers for the service and recognized those
who have reached milestones. Volunteer Pat Hartigan, pictured left, CAC
Executive Director Tamara Carrera, volunteer Mitzi O'Connell and Eleanor
Brazell (not pictured) were recognized for 25 years of service to CAC! See
more photos at www.ourcac.org.

Save the Date!

A Benefit for the Community Assistance Center

Saturday, October 13, 2018

Live & Silent Auctions with Unique Items!
Sample the Best Local Restaurants
Wine Tastings
Live Music

Celebrating the Golden Age of Hollywood

Win a “Hollywood Dream Vacation”
Tickets at:

www.vintageaffair.org
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PO Box 501298
Atlanta, GA 31150

®

Funding for CAC is provided in part by the
City of Sandy Springs, Fulton County Human Services
and the United Way of Greater Atlanta.

Clothing for the Whole Family
Accessories
Home Goods
Furniture

Boutique Hours: Mon.– Fri. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. • Donation Hours: Mon.– Fri. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. • 8607 Roswell Road, Sandy Springs GA 30350

